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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 , 2, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lonon (U.S. 5,003,637). 

Lonon discloses an article retention apparatus 2 having a glove portion 1 , a first 
article retention means 2 which includes a first retainer closer 2a and a glove to retainer 
connection means (3, 4). 

With regard to claim 2, the glove to retainer connection means (3, 4) is located 
on the backside of glove 1 so as to enable positioning of the first article retention means 
2. 

With regard to claim 7, the first retainer closure means 2a is made from hook and 
loop material. 

With regard to claim 8, a second article retention means 5 is connected to the 
first article retention means 2. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Lonon (U.S. 5,003,637). 

Lonon discloses the invention substantially as claimed above. 

However, Lonon does not disclose that the glove to retainer connection means 
includes stitching between the first article retention means and the backside of the 
glove. Lonon teaches complimentary hook and loop fastening connectors (3, 4). 

It is well known in the art that various types of fastening mechanisms are 
functionally equivalent. Hook and loop, stitching, elastic band, button and buttonhole, 
hook and catch, snaps and adhesive are a few examples. These fasteners may be 
used interchangeably depending upon the desired aesthetic effect. Further, the 
specification does not give an indication of why stitching would be desirable over 
another fastener type. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to replace the complimentary hook and loop fastening 
connectors (3, 4) of Lonon with stitching since it is well known that stitching is 
functionally equivalent to hook and loop connectors. 

With regard to claim 4, the first article retention means 2 is a pouch having hook 
and loop connector 2a as a first retainer closure means. Additionally, Lonon discloses 
that other closure means such as snaps and zippers are interchangeable with the hook 
and loop closure means (Figures 6 and 7). 
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It is well known in the art that various types of fastening mechanisms are 
functionally equivalent. Hook and loop, stitching, elastic band, button and buttonhole, 
hook and catch, snaps and adhesive are a few examples. These fasteners may be 
used interchangeably depending upon the desired aesthetic effect. Further, the 
specification does not give an indication of why an elastic band would be desirable over 
another fastener type. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to replace the complimentary hook and loop fastening 
connector 2a of Lonon with an elastic band since it is well known that elastic bands is 
functionally equivalent to hook and loop closures. 

With regard to claim 5, the first article retention pouch 2 is an elastic frame since 
it is shaped as a box container having a plurality of sides defining an interior volume. 
The pouch is fabricated from cloth or leather which is flexible and has elastic properties. 
5. Claims 9, 10 and 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lonon (U.S. 5,003,637) in view of Herzog (U.S. 5,365,609). 

Lonon discloses the invention substantially as claimed above. 

However, Lonon does not disclose a second article retention pouch. 

Herzog teaches a glove having first and second article retention pouches on the 
backside of the glove. The first article retention pouch 22 is positioned on top of the 
second article retention pouch 20. This arrangement enables a wearer of the glove to 
position multiple and different objects on the back of the gloved hand in an overlapping 
manner. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a second article retention pouch as taught by Herzog to 
the first article retention pouch of Lonon so as to enable the wearer to position multiple 
and different objects on the back of the gloved hand. 

With regard to claim 10, the second article retention pouch 20 includes a plurality 
of pouch compartments 54. 

With regard to claim 12, Herzog does not disclose a third article retention pouch. 
As stated above, Herzog provides multiple pouches. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have found it obvious to provide a third pouch in addition to the two pouches so 
as to provide additional storage. 

With regard to claim 13, flexible hinge members (not numbered in Herzog but 
shown in Figure 3) is provided so as to enable the flap and pouches to be repositioned 
when the glove is donned and doffed. 

With regard to claim 14, the hinge members are connected at hinge rotation 
regions. 

With regard to claim 15, the hinge members are connected to a side edge of a 
glove portion. 

With regard to claim 16, lock means 18 is provided for locking the first article 
retention pouch to the backside of the glove. 

With regard to claim 17, the lock means 18 is a lock tab. 

With regard to claim 18, the lock tab includes hook and loop connectors (38, 44). 
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6. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lonon 
(U.S. 5,003,637) in view of Herzog (U.S. 5,365,609) as applied to claim 10 above, and 
further in view of Shin (U.S. 6,205,588) 

Lonon and Herzog discloses the invention substantially as claimed above. 
However, they do not disclose that the pouch compartments have open top and 
bottom ends. 

Shin teaches a device having multiple pouches for accepting golf tees. The 
pouches have open top and bottom ends so as to enable the golfer to insert the golf tee 
from either side (Col. 2, lines 58-60). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to manufacture the pouch compartments of Herzog to have both 
open top and bottom ends so as to enable the golfer to insert golf tees from either side. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mann '521 discloses a glove having multiple compartments on 
the back of the glove. Lanscioni '947 discloses a golf glove having a pocket on the back 
of the glove for accepting a ball marker. DeVincenzi '451 and Rauch '954 disclose a 
wrist-mounted device for accepting multiple objects and having multiple pouches and 
elastic frame. Cole 71 1 discloses a glove having a pouch for accepting a timepiece 
positioned under a first pouch. Taylor '867 discloses a glove having two pouches 
mounted on the backside of the glove. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary L. Welch whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4996. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 5:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John J. Calvert can be reached on (571) 272-4983. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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